
Where indefinite articles denote a noun that is not specified, definite articles denote a specified
noun. For example, when we talk of "the book," we are referring to a specific book. English has only
one definite article - "the" - which is used regardless of the noun it defines. Coptic has eight
different forms, which are attached directly to the beginning of the noun.

The Coptic definite article depends on the number and gender of the noun, as well as its strength
(more on that later) and sometimes the letter it begins with. It is important to use the correct
definite article because this gives information about the noun. 

Masculine Articles: ⲡⲓ -, ⲡ̀ -, ⲫ̀ -

Feminine Articles: ϯ-, ⲧ̀ -, ̀ⲑ -

Plural Articles: ⲛⲓ -, ⲛⲉⲛ -

When to use each article is discussed below.

In the vast majority of cases, ⲛⲓ - is used as the definite article for nouns. For example: "the
hands" would be ⲛⲓ ϫⲓ ϫ. 

The article ⲛⲉⲛ - is used in constructions involving the word "of" (i.e. "the" <pl. noun> "of"
<noun>). For example: "the hands of Aaron" would be ⲛⲉⲛ ϫⲓ ϫ ̀ⲛⲀⲁⲣⲟⲛ .

The three masculine articles are equivalent to the three feminine articles.

ⲡⲓ - will follow the same rules as ϯ-

̀ⲡ - will follow the same rules as ⲧ̀ -

̀ⲫ - will follow the same rules as ⲑ̀ -

ⲡⲓ - and ϯ- are considered strong articles.

̀ⲡ -, ̀ⲧ -, ̀ⲫ -, ̀ⲑ - are considered weak articles.

Lesson 2: Definite Articles

Definite Articles

Plural Nouns

Singular Nouns

Strong/Weak Articles



The strong articles are used in more specific situations than their counterparts. For example, if
you're referring to a specific father, you would say ⲡⲓⲓⲱⲧ . However, if you were to say ̀ⲫⲓⲱⲧ ,
you would be understood to be referring to the father who is already will known; or considered to
be unique or one-of-a-kind. So ⲫ̀ⲓⲱⲧ  is understood as referring to God the Father. Likewise, ⲡⲓ
ϣⲏⲣⲓ  ("the son") would refer to a particular son whereas ⲡ̀ ϣⲏⲣⲓ  refers to "the Son" (i.e. the
Son of God). Sometimes this distinction occurs in English with the use of capital letters (e.g. The
President).

How do you distinguish between the two weak articles of each gender? When would you use ̀ⲡ  or ̀
ⲫ  and ̀ⲧ  or ⲑ̀ ? This distinction is based on the first letter of the noun.

If the noun begins with any of the "Bilminor" letters (ⲃ  ⲓ  ⲗ  ⲙ  ⲛ  ⲟ  ⲣ ) then ⲫ̀  and ̀ⲑ  are used. If
not, then ⲡ̀  and ̀ⲧ  are used.

The following chart summarizes the rules for the Coptic Definite Article.

Singular Plural

ⲡⲓⲣⲱⲙⲓ The man ⲛⲓⲣⲱⲙⲓ The men

ϯⲥ ̀ϩⲓⲙⲓ The woman ⲛⲓ ϩⲓⲟⲙⲓ The women

Bilminor Articles

Summary

Examples

https://service.strebekahorlando.org/uploads/images/gallery/2023-01/image-1674929315528.jpg


ⲡⲓⲁⲗⲟⲩ The boy ⲛⲓⲁⲗⲱⲟⲩⲓ The children

ϯⲁⲗⲟⲩ The girl

ⲡⲓⲓⲱⲧ The father ⲛⲓⲓⲟ ϯ The fathers

̀ⲫⲓⲱⲧ The Father (God)

ϯⲙⲁⲩ The mother ⲛⲓⲙⲁⲩ The mothers

̀ⲑⲙⲁⲩ The Mother (St Mary)

ⲡⲓ ϣⲏⲣⲓ The son ⲛⲓ ϣⲏⲣⲓ The sons

̀ⲡ ϣⲏⲣⲓ The Son (Christ)

ϯϣⲉⲣⲓ The daughter ⲛⲓ ϣⲉⲣⲓ The daughters

̀ⲧ ϣⲉⲣⲓ The Daughter (St Mary e.g. ̀
ⲧ ϣⲉⲣⲓ  ⲛ ̀Ⲓⲱⲁⲕⲓⲙ )

ϯϧⲉⲗⲗⲱ The old woman ⲛⲓ ϧⲉⲗⲗⲟⲓ The elders

̀ⲡⲟⲩⲣⲟ The King (Christ) ⲛⲓⲟⲩⲣⲱⲟⲩ The kings

ⲡⲓⲟⲩⲣⲟ The king

ⲡⲓⲛⲟⲩ ϯ The god ⲛⲓⲛⲟⲩ ϯ The gods

̀ⲫⲛⲟⲩ ϯ God

ϯⲧ̀ⲣⲓⲁⲥ The Trinity

ϯⲉⲕⲕⲗⲏⲥⲓⲁ The Church ⲛⲓⲉⲕⲕⲗⲏⲥⲓⲁ The churches

ⲡⲓⲥⲧⲁⲩⲣⲟⲥ The Cross

ϯⲥ̀ⲕⲏⲛⲏ The dome ⲛⲓ ̀ⲥⲕⲏⲛⲏ The domes

ϯⲗⲩⲭⲛⲓⲁ The tower ⲛⲓⲗⲩⲭⲛⲓⲁ The towers

ϯϣⲟⲩⲣⲏ The censer

ⲡⲓⲥⲱⲙⲁ The body

ⲡⲓ ̀ⲥⲛⲟ ϥ The blood

ⲡⲓⲱⲓⲕ The bread

ⲡⲓ ̀ⲁⲫⲟⲧ The chalice

Interesting Cases



1. Some nouns seem like they should be using the weak article, but they always seem to use
the strong article.

Examples: ϯⲧ̀ⲣⲓⲁⲥ , ⲡⲓⲥⲧⲁⲩⲣⲟⲥ , ϯⲑⲉⲟⲧⲟⲕⲟⲥ , ϯⲡⲁⲣⲑⲉⲛⲟⲥ ,
ⲡⲓⲡⲁⲛⲧⲟⲕⲣⲁⲧⲱⲣ
These nouns are all actually Greek nouns and thus use the strong article (masculine
or feminine). The rules above related to strong/weak and ⲃⲓⲗⲙⲛⲟⲣ  are only
applicable to Coptic nouns.
The Coptic equivalent of ϯⲑⲉⲟⲧⲟⲕⲟⲥ , for example is ⲑⲙⲁⲩ  ⲙⲫⲛⲟⲩ ϯ which
uses the weak article

2. Nouns that are borrowed from Greek will retain their gender, except when they are neuter
in which case they take on a masculine gender in Coptic.

3. ̀ⲡⲟⲩⲣⲟ  means "the King" but in the hymn of ̀ⲡⲟⲩⲣⲟ , we translate it as "O King" or
?why is this so - "كلم اي"

This is called the vocative. The vocative refers to when the name of a person or
thing is addressed or invoked. We will learn the vocative in a future unit, but one of
the ways to express it is with the definite article.
In Greek, the vocative is expressed with Ⲱ  and this is sometimes borrowed in the
Coptic
You can read more about the Vocative in Nabil Mattar Ch 11, Sameh Younan Ch 2.1.i

This is an excerpt from the priest's prayer during the Offertory. All of the definite and indefinite
articles are underlined below, and an explanation for each follows.

ⲟⲩ ⲱⲟⲩ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲟⲩ ⲧⲁⲓⲟ : ⲟⲩ ⲧⲁⲓⲟ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲟⲩ
ⲱⲟⲩ : ⲛ̀ ϯⲡⲁⲛⲁⲅⲓⲁ  ⲧ̀ ⲣⲓⲁⲥ  ⲫ̀ ⲓⲱⲧ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲡ̀ ϣ
ⲏⲣⲓ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲡⲓ ̀ⲡⲛⲉⲩⲙⲁ  ⲉ̀ⲑⲟⲩⲁⲃ . ⲟⲩ ϩ
ⲓⲣⲏⲛⲏ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲟⲩ ⲕⲱⲧ  ⲉ̀ ϫⲉⲛ  ϯⲟⲓ  ⲙ̀ⲙⲁⲩⲁⲧⲥ  ̀
ⲉⲑⲟⲩⲁⲃ  ⲛ̀ⲕⲁⲑⲟⲗⲓⲕⲏ  ⲛ̀ⲁⲡⲟⲥⲧⲟⲗⲓⲕⲏ  ̀
ⲛⲉⲕ ̀ⲕⲗⲏⲥⲓⲁ  ⲛ̀ⲧⲉ  ⲫ̀ ⲛⲟⲩ ϯ: ̀ⲁⲙⲏⲛ .

Glory and honor, honor and glory, to the All-Holy Trinity,
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Peace and
edification to the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church
of God. Amen.

1. ⲟⲩⲱⲟⲩ  - the article ⲟⲩ  is the singular indefinite article. ⲟⲩⲱⲟⲩ  means "glory"

2. ⲟⲩⲧⲁⲓⲟ  - the article ⲟⲩ  is the singular indefinite article. ⲟⲩⲧⲁⲓⲟ  means "honor"

3. ϯⲡⲁⲛⲁⲅⲓⲁ  - the article ϯ is one of the singular feminine definite articles. ϯ
ⲡⲁⲛⲁⲅⲓⲁ  translates to "the All-Holy." With the prefix ̀ⲛ -, the word means "of the All-
Holy"

4. ̀ⲧⲣⲓⲁⲥ  - The word ̀ⲧⲣⲓⲁⲥ  means Trinity and is not using definite article ̀ⲧ .

Application

Application 1: Singular Articles



5. ̀ⲫⲓⲱⲧ  - The article ⲫ̀ - is one of the the singular masculine definite articles. Since ̀ⲫ - is
a weak article, this word is referring to the Father who is already well known to the reader
- God, the Father. A strong article would have translated to "the father." ⲫ̀  is used instead
of ̀ⲡ  because the noun starts with ⲓ , a Bilminor letter.

6. ̀ⲡ ϣⲏⲣⲓ  - The article ⲡ̀  -is one of the the singular masculine definite articles. Since ⲡ̀ -
is a weak article, this word is referring to the Son who is already well known to the reader
- God, the Son. A strong article would have translated to "the son." ̀ⲡ  is used instead of ̀ⲫ
because the noun starts with ϣ, which is not a Bilminor letter.

7. ⲡⲓ ̀ⲡⲛⲉⲩⲙⲁ  - The article ⲡⲓ  is a singular masculine definite article. So the word
ⲡⲓ ̀ⲡⲛⲉⲩⲙⲁ  means "the spirit." The full text read ⲡⲓ ̀ⲡⲛⲉⲩⲙⲁ  ⲉⲑⲟⲩⲁⲃ  - "the
spirit that is holy" - The Holy Spirit.

8. ⲟⲩ ϩⲓⲣⲏⲛⲏ  - The article ⲟⲩ  is the singular indefinite article. So ⲟⲩ ϩⲓⲣⲏⲛⲏ
means "peace."

9. ⲟⲩⲕⲱⲧ  - The article ⲟⲩ  is the singular indefinite article. ⲕⲱⲧ  is a verb meaning "to
edify." It is used here as a noun, so ⲟⲩⲕⲱⲧ  means "edification."

10. ϯⲟⲩ ̀ⲓ  - The article ϯ is the singular feminine definite article. So ϯⲟⲩ ̀ⲓ  means "the one."

11. ̀ⲫⲛⲟⲩ ϯ - The article ̀ⲫ - is one of the the singular masculine definite articles. Since ̀ⲫ - is
a weak article, this word is referring to the god who is already well known to the reader -
God. A strong article would have translated to "the god." ̀ⲫ  is used instead of ̀ⲡ  because
the noun starts with ⲛ , a Bilminor letter.

This is an excerpt from the Anaphora of St. Gregory the Theologian in the Divine Liturgy.

ⲫ ⲛⲟⲩ ϯ ⲡⲓ ⲙⲁⲓⲣⲱⲙⲓ : ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧ ̀ϣⲥⲁ ϫⲓ  ⲙ̀ⲙⲟ ϥ:
ⲡⲓ ⲁⲑⲛⲁⲩ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ: ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧ ϣⲟⲡ ϥ: ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧⲁⲣⲭⲏ :
ⲡⲓ ϣⲁ ̀ⲉⲛⲉ ϩ: ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧⲥⲏⲟⲩ : ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧ ̀ϣϯϣⲓ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ:
ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧ ̀ϣϧⲉⲧ ϧⲱⲧ ϥ: ⲡⲓ ⲁⲧⲫⲟⲛ ϩ: ⲡⲓ ⲣⲉ ϥ
ⲑⲁⲙⲓⲟ  ⲛ̀ⲧⲉ  ⲡ̀ ⲧⲏⲣ ϥ: ⲡⲓ ⲣⲉ ϥⲥⲱ ϯ ̀ⲛⲧⲉ  ⲟⲩⲟⲛ
ⲛⲓⲃⲉⲛ .

God the Lover of Mankind, the ineffable, the invisible, the
infinite, the without beginning, the eternal, the timeless,
the immeasurable, the incomprehensible, the
unchangeable, the Creator of all, the Savior of everyone.

1. Ⲫⲛⲟⲩ ϯ - God

2. ⲡⲓⲙⲁⲓⲣⲱⲙⲓ  - The Lover of Man

3. ⲡⲓⲁⲧ ̀ϣⲥⲁ ϫⲓ  - The ineffable: the one that cannot be described

4. ̀ⲡⲓⲁⲑⲛⲁⲩ  - The invisible: the not seen

Application 2: Single Definite Articles



5. ⲡⲓⲁⲧ ̀ϣⲟⲡ ϥ - The infinite: the cannot be counted

6. ⲡⲓⲁⲧⲁⲣⲭⲏ  - The without beginning

7. ⲡⲓ ϣⲁ ̀ⲉⲛⲉ ϩ - The everlasting/eternal: the forever

8. ⲡⲓⲁⲧⲥⲏⲟⲩ  - The timeless: the without time

9. ⲡⲓⲁⲧ ̀ϣϯϣⲓ  - The immeasurable: the cannot be measured

10. ⲡⲓⲁⲧ ̀ϣϧⲉⲧ ϧⲱⲧ ϥ - The incomprehensible: the cannot be examined

11. ⲡⲓⲁⲧⲫⲟⲛ ϩ - The unchangeable: the without change

12. ⲡⲓⲣⲉ ϥⲑⲁⲙⲓⲟ  - The Creator: the one who creates

13. ̀ⲡⲧⲏⲣ ϥ - The all

14. ⲡⲓⲣⲉ ϥⲥⲱ ϯ - The Savior: the one who saves

These are excerpts from the Third Canticle as it is chanted during the Midnight Praise. All of the
plural definite articles are underlined below, and an explanation for each follows.

̀ⲥⲙⲟⲩ  ⲉ̀ ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ⲛⲓ ⲙⲟⲩⲙⲓ : ϩⲱⲥ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ... Bless the Lord O you fountains, praise Him...

̀ⲥⲙⲟⲩ  ⲉ̀ ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ⲛⲓ ̀ⲁⲙⲁⲓⲟⲩ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲛⲓ
ⲓⲁⲣⲱⲟⲩ : ϩⲱⲥ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ...

Bless the Lord O you seas and rivers, praise Him...

̀ⲥⲙⲟⲩ  ⲉ̀ ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ⲛⲓ ⲕⲏⲧⲟⲥ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲉⲛⲭⲁⲓ  ⲛⲓ
ⲃⲉⲛ  ⲉⲧⲕⲓⲙ  ϧⲉⲛ  ⲛⲓ ⲙⲱⲟⲩ : ϩⲱⲥ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ...

Bless the Lord O you whales and all that moves in the
waters, praise Him...

̀ⲥⲙⲟⲩ  ⲉ̀ ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ⲛⲓ ϩⲁⲗⲁ ϯ ⲧⲏⲣⲟⲩ  ⲛ̀ⲧⲉ  ⲧ̀ⲫⲉ :
ϩⲱⲥ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ...

Bless the Lord all you birds of the sky, praise Him...

̀ⲥⲙⲟⲩ  ⲉ̀ ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ⲛⲓ ⲑⲏⲣⲓⲟⲛ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲛⲓ
ⲧⲉⲃⲛⲱⲟⲩ ̀ⲓ  ⲧⲏⲣⲟⲩ : ϩⲱⲥ  ⲉ̀ⲣⲟ ϥ...

Bless the Lord all you wild beasts and cattle, praise Him...

1. ⲛⲓⲙⲟⲩⲙⲓ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲙⲟⲩⲙⲓ  means
"the fountains" or "the springs."

2. ⲛⲓ ̀ⲁⲙⲁⲓⲟⲩ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓ ̀ⲁⲙⲁⲓⲟⲩ  means
"the seas." ⲁ̀ⲙⲁⲓⲟⲩ  is an irregular plural for the singular ⲓⲟⲙ  meaning "sea."

3. ⲛⲓⲓⲁⲣⲱⲟⲩ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲓⲁⲣⲱⲟⲩ  means
"the rivers." ⲓⲁⲣⲱⲟⲩ  is an irregular plural for the singular ⲓⲁⲣⲟ  meaning "river."

Application 3: Plural Definite Articles



4. ⲛⲓⲕⲏⲧⲟⲥ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲕⲏⲧⲟⲥ  means
"the whales."

5. ⲛⲓⲃⲉⲛ  -  The ⲛⲓ  here is not an article but rather the word is ⲛⲓⲃⲉⲛ , an adjective
meaning "every."

6. ⲛⲓⲙⲱⲟⲩ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲙⲱⲟⲩ  means "the
waters."

7. ⲛⲓ ϩⲁⲗⲁ ϯ - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓ ϩⲁⲗⲁ ϯ means "the
birds." ϩⲁⲗⲁ ϯ is an irregular plural for the singular ϩⲁⲗⲏⲧ  meaning "bird."

8. ⲛⲓⲑⲏⲣⲓⲟⲛ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲑⲏⲣⲓⲟⲛ  means
"the wild animals."

9. ⲛⲓⲧⲉⲃⲛⲱⲟⲩ ̀ⲓ  - The article ⲛⲓ  is the plural definite article. So ⲛⲓⲧⲉⲃⲛⲱⲟⲩ ̀
ⲓ  means "the beasts" or "the animals."

Translate the following into Coptic:

1. The man and the woman
2. The brother and the sister
3. The boy and the girl
4. The sky and the earth
5. The father and the mother
6. The father and the son
7. The Father and the Son
8. The brothers and the sisters
9. The fathers and the mothers

10. The women and the men
11. The boys and the girls
12. The king and the queen

Translate the following phrases into English:

1. ⲛⲓⲣⲱⲙⲓ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ϯ̀ⲥ ϩⲓⲙⲓ
2. ⲛⲓⲟⲩⲣⲱⲟⲩ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲛⲓⲟⲩⲏⲃ
3. ̀ⲧⲫⲉ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ̀ⲡⲕⲁ ϩⲓ
4. ⲡⲓ ̀ⲉ ϩⲟⲟⲩ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲡⲓ ̀ⲉ ϫⲱⲣ ϩ
5. ϯ̀ⲥⲕⲏⲛⲏ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ϯⲗⲩⲭⲛⲓⲁ
6. ϯϣⲟⲩⲣⲏ

Exercises

Exercise 1: Translate to Coptic

Exercise 2: Translate to English



7. ⲡⲓⲥⲱⲙⲁ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲡⲓ ̀ⲥⲛⲟ ϥ
8. ⲡⲓⲱⲓⲕ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲡⲓ ̀ⲁⲫⲟⲧ
9. ⲛⲓⲃⲁⲗ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲛⲓⲙⲁ ϣϫ

10. ⲡⲓⲥⲟⲛ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ϯⲥⲱⲛⲓ
11. ⲛⲓ ϧⲉⲗⲗⲟⲓ  ⲛⲉⲙ  ⲛⲓⲁⲗⲱⲟⲩⲓ
12. ̀ⲫⲛⲏⲃ  ̀ⲡ ϭⲟⲓⲥ  ̀ⲫⲛⲟⲩ ϯ ⲡⲓⲡⲁⲛⲧⲟⲕⲣⲁⲧⲱⲣ
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